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2 Chronicles 20
“Do You Get the Picture?”

My hope is that you read chapter 20 of the Old Testament book of 2
Chronicles before you came this morning ... or else that you will go and read it
sometime this afternoon. You may have been able to decipher a little of the plot,
as Hayden led us in the Call to Worship.

The situation is that King Jehoshaphat cries out to God, “O God, we have
no power ... we do not know what to do!” Three nations have lined up as
enemies against the tiny nation of Israel, and the king realizes that he is
powerless without God’s help. This is very much the same way you and | feel
today with so many things lining up against us.

Israel was in what appeared to be a hopeless situation. We read in verse 3
and 4 that “alarmed, Jehoshaphat resolved to inquire of the Lord,” and that “he
proclaimed a fast for all ... and the people ... came together to seek help from the
Lord.”

This king knew that If you want God’s help, you must confess your need.
In verse 12 the king says to God: “We are powerless against the great multitude
that is coming against us.” There are many times that | have looked up and
confessed, “God, | feel incapable to do anything, but | know that You have all the
resources that | need.”

Part of the solution is to get your eyes off the problem! Instead, your focus
must be on God!

| haven’t counted, but | am told that chapter 20, verse 17 is the middle verse
of the entire Old Testament. It has been called “a pregnant pause,” because God
says: “The battle is not for you to fight!” King Jehoshaphat appoints those who
could sing, and they began to sing and praise the Lord ... and in the meantime
God sent an ambush and they won the battle.

For God’s people hymns and praise music is never just decorative or
entertaining. It isn’t meant to be recreational or just something to fill the time.
Rather, in worship our music and hymns and our praise are the clearest
expressions of who we are and what we believe.

Music and singing are the gifts that God has given us to unite our heads
and our hearts as we respond to God. The New Testament book of Colossians



speaks of the word of Christ dwelling in us richly as we sing our faith.
(Colossians 5:16)

There have probably been more conversions in choir lofts as in any other
place ... more faith learned in a children’s choir than in many a Sunday school
class. In truth most of our theology is found in the hymnal. When we sing the
faith, as we are doing today, the words of Christ are inscribed on our hearts.

Finally, in Revelation at the end of the Bible, as John parts the curtain to
see into the future, we hear the sounds of heaven ... not the sounds of sermons
(Thank God!) ... not the clamor of committee meetings (Thank God again!) ... but
the sound that fills the heavens is that of those around God’s throne singing. It is
the sound that will ring for eternity.

In the hymn “What Wondrous Love Is This,” the last verse says it best:
And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on.
And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on.
And when from death I'm free, I'll sing and joyful be.
And through eternity I'll sing on, I'll sing on.
And through eternity, I'll sing on!”
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